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                         Michigan Emergency Management Association

                           September 2011 National Preparedness Month
9/11/11
        Share-N-Tell, a simple approach to community education among local county emergency managers as it relates to Disaster Preparedness. 

Michigan Disaster Preparedness efforts --Planning for a disaster starts at home with you as a parent, employee and caring citizen of your community, but knowledge is key to implementing a plan that will work under any circumstance. Understanding your community’s risks and the efforts made to mitigate those risks is key to being prepared. Creating a “Go Kit” with food water, flashlight, radio and medical supplies is a great start to assist first responders in preparing for a disaster. Prepared citizens can survive for several days in a disaster until they can be found and or and given the necessary support. Priorities of local police, fire and ambulance will be limited to resources, personnel and time. A prepared citizen is a safe citizen and a carefully planned out strategy that is shared with everyone involved will assure a safe outcome for you and your family in the event of a true disaster. 

During National Preparedness Month in September, the Michigan Emergency Management Association is helping to share the story of small and large communities through out the wonderful State of Michigan. What special efforts in emergency preparedness are already being done to plan, prepare and exercise for a potential disaster in your community. What assets and resources are still needed to strengthen the plan for best results and how can the local community, small businesses, civic and non-profit organizational assist the efforts already being made to assure a full pledge community support effort?

Local County Emergency Managers spearhead the efforts to coordinate community support for any disaster. The community citizen’s owe it to themselves to be informed and prepared for the events that are most likely to occur. Local emergency management wants all citizens to be prepared by understanding the risks and hazards in their perspective communities and what is being done in efforts of planning and preparation. Be a responsible citizen and get informed. Help your neighbor be prepared by being prepared yourself and sharing your story.
Disaster planning starts at home by taking care of your most valuable assets, your family.  The fact of the matter is no one is going to be any good to anyone until they have met their basic needs of providing for there family. Volunteer efforts to assist in any disaster will be strengthened once personal and family needs have been met. An educated citizen can easily become a valuable volunteer in time of disaster relief as long as he or she has prepared themselves and planned in advance for the needs of their families. Plan to attend a Disaster educational meeting in your community by reaching out to the expert advice of your city and county authorities.  The next Disaster preparedness Educational session is schedule for … _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________
